LeMer #o g9ﬁ7%£?.czéhuujﬂhgz_f§y ;gaz7p9 (/;L/écu?e{)

Novexmber 30th 1928,

To
The Co mittee,
The Seciety for the ‘rotection of “ncient
Bu ldings.

/

Gentlemen,
ITERBORKE . TOMPSON CHURCH

In accordance with your instructions I visited Winterbourne
Tompson Church on FKovember 26th in order te draw up a report on
its condition and to make an estimcte of the cest of repair.

I was kindly met by the Vicar of Bere Regils who also holds the
living ef this Pariah. He desires me to thank you for your interest
in the building and to let you know that he would weleome ths help
of the Soelety in the r pair of t is church orly stipulating that
the consent of the Diocesan Advisory Committee and the chéncollor
of the Diocese should he obtained, I explained to kim that the
Seclety would certainly not sct without their goodewlll and that
it was most un-likely that their consent would be with-held for the

two bodles work in close co~nperation,

This ehurch is situated on the main read leadl: from Bére
Regls to Sutrminster Newton standing beside a farmhouse and within
half a mile of Winterborne Anderson where there is a r ally splendid
house of the sixteenth century.

The Chureh 1s completely neglected; no services have been held

e i L-nu.\un-s

ttere since 1896, The firmhouse is & bullding of the early sixteenth

onetury and is famous for its beautiful mediseval plaster ceiling
which runa for the length of the h use on the first ‘loor and for two
very fine chimney stacks whiech rise at the baak of the house and fop
the beautifully constructed stone spiral stalmease whieh 1s built
aga'nat one of these chimnles in the form of a gabled winge ¢
The churel consists of =z single chamber about 35 It longApnd

ale sidad
156 ft 6 ins wide with an epse—sidle eant end extending beyond the
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SPAE  Anmaat Repot 1727

WINTERBORNE TOMSON CHURCH, DORSET

In last year’s Report members were informed that the
Society hoped to sell manuscripts by Mr. Thomas Hardy.

It has been singularly fortunate (it can with pleasure
report) in selling them for the sum of £1,000. It is intended
to spend the interest of thal money on the repair of Dorset
buildings.

The Committee has decided to begin with the repair of
the little Church of Winterborne Tomson, and photo-
graphs of this building taken from without and within are
reproduced here to show its charm and interest. The
church is entirely forsaken. Standing in a tny church-
yard, it has so long been disused that but few traces of
grave-mounds remain to suggest that burials took place
there, There is one lonely tomb built like an altar with
brick sides and a crumbling stone slab-top. 1t is a sombre
reminder of the final doom of both man and his works,

Tt tells the short term of a generation, but leads the living

to consider how in his day he may prolfong the life of the \ .
Norman church which in succecding centuries his pre-
decessors have used, altered and loved.

The building and its setting (for on its north side it vises
dired! from the barten of a farm) is exadly such as stimu-
lated the mind of Thomas Hardy in his descriptions of
Dorset scenery. The deserted hamlet of Winterborne
Tomson lies on the north of that heath country to which
he gave the pame of Egdon. It rests quietly amid the
water meadows of the brook which in the winter months
swells almost to the size of a river, Those who know the
low green country through which the River Frome runs at
the foot of Dorchester High Street, will be able to see in
their mind’s eye the vale which spreads to the north of
this churck.

1t is estimated that the repair will cost alsout £250. The
walls of the building, though becoming loose here and
there, and though they lean cutward, arc on the whole
still fairly sound. It is the interesting fiftcenth-century
roof, with its plaster wagon-ceiling, ribbed and bossed,
which is fast falling into decay. Already tiles have fallen
from patches of the north slope, and already on a rainy
day the melancholy of a wet-chilled visitor 15 further
saddened by a monotonous drip from the decaying
ceiling.

The Seciety, with the permission of the Vicar of the
parish which is now held with Bere Regis, has obtained a
faculty irom the Bishop®s Chancellor to carry out repairs,
and the suggested works have been approved by the
Salisbury Diocesan Advisory Council.

From the description of the building given above, it is

clear that no delay can be allowed if it is to be saved.,
Therefore, although the purchaser of the manuscripts
does aot complete the payment for them untii the year
1g30 has come and gone, the Society has determined to
borrow the money required until the purchase is com-
plete. It would be most grateful to any ofits members who
would be willing to lend it the required sum without
-agking for interest during the three years in which the
purchase meoney accumulates. It is believed that when
the next Report is issued it will be possible to print photo-
graphs of the repaired church.

Those who desive to increase the capital sum which will
form this memorial to Thomas Wardy are asked to send
their contribution to the Secretary, remembering that the
interest alone is to be spent on the repair of Dorset build-
ings which Hardy knew and loved.




