
Building Stones used in Dorset - Colour & Character
Colours are subjective and stronger when wet – this is only a guide to help narrow down options
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Notes
1. Rich in Iron minerals.
2. Overlapping, like roof tiles.
3. Grain-supported shells 

dissolved leaving empty 
moulds.

4. Cement between grains 
harder than the grains

5. Broken shell fragments, 
all sizes. Grain-supported.

6. Grains harder than the 
cement between them. 
Grain-supported.

7. Sand-sized fragments of 
echinoderms & bivalves. 
Soft chalk matrix.

8. Also known as Broken Shell 
Limestone (BSL) – small 
mouldic shells with calcite 
(sparite) cement. Grain-
supported.
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NB: 
Most orange ochre-buff
limestone and sandstones
were blue grey (pyrite %)
before being exposed to
oxygenated groundwater
in joints and at the surface.
Sometimes the “blue-
hearted” core is visible
within the orange “skin”.
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Detailed descriptions and photos are available at dorsetbuildingstone.weebly.com

https://dorsetbuildingstone.weebly.com/

